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I don’t like the judge in today’s Gospel reading. The scripture says that he neither feared God 

nor respected any human being. How do you get to be so low? What terrible things happened 

that you lost all your faith in God and people and now you just don’t care anymore? He comes 

across as a kind of Ebenezer Scrooge. People avoid him in the street. People give out a kind 

of aura. You get a sense that you can come close to someone or they want you to keep far 

away. I feel sorry for the widow. Usually in the Bible when a widow is involved it means that 

her life is full of suffering and all the odds are against her. How is she going to cope coming 

up against a mean judge? Properly we can predict that she will definitely lose. He holds all 

the cards. However, all she has is time and persistence. She is going to keep going as long as 

it takes. We have to admire her courage. I decided a long time ago that I am stopping working 

so hard for the thing. I have spent hours. I have given blood, sweat and tears, I have cried 

myself to sleep, and for what? They suited themselves anyway. I was always going to lose. As I 

get older, I am happy to concede. You can have it. I will just learn to live without it. But, hats 

off to this brave woman. All the odds were stacked against her. The judge held all the cards 

and she persisted. We are told implicitly in this story that when we come to pray to God we 

should pray the same way this widow woman did. Persist. Persist. Persist. To assure us Jesus 

lets us know that God is happy to listen to our plea. He is sympathetic to our plight. It isn’t easy 

to be human. We get into so many scrapes and situations. Thankfully we have God watching 

over us. If only He could show Himself sometimes. If only we could see what He is doing. He 

works so often in secret. It isn’t obvious to us what God is doing. It is only when we look back 

in hindsight that sometimes we are amazed. God was there all the time hiding in the shadows. 

Who knew? 

 
 

With love,  

Fr. Pat 

Our help is from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 


