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PASTOR 892-2420 
Rev. Patrick Coakley, M.S.C. 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 892-2420 
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BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 892-2420 
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ADMINISTRATION 892-2420 
Diane Bily, Jeanette Britt, Jo Ann Campbell,  
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5:00 p.m., Saturday, Eric Carreiro 892-2420 
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11:30 a.m., Alan Ringwood  632-8767 
5:00 p.m. Sunday, Mike Hahn 709-5656 
Children’s Choir, Heidi Langan 497-1082 
 

ADVISORY COUNCILS 
PASTORAL COUNCIL:    Greg Marsh, gmarsh73@gmail.com 
FINANCE COUNCIL:  Mel Schmidt, melvinschmidt@aol.com 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 
ACTS:  Craig O’Brien 694-3337 
AMIGOS:  Sandra Soto 921-2740 
BRIDGE CLUB (Mondays):  Dorothy Pereira 448-0929 
BRIDGE CLUB (Fridays):  Laine Harris 282-6023 
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LADIES CLUB:  Sue Gartner 947-8512 
LAY MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY:  Carole Psak  282-6112 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  Greg & Anh Thomas 777-5571 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  Kay Head 923-2167 
PRIME TIMERS:  Juanita Josel 394-1254 
ST. VINCENT de PAUL:  Irene Escobedo 550-1560 
SCOUTS:  Danny Martinez 633-8487 
SPECIAL NEEDS:  Ronnie Bratt (214) 435-9424 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:  Susan Murff 292-9150 
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Peter is very poetic in his letter today. I love these words. “Come to Him, a 
living stone rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the 
sight to God, and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.” The thing is stones are not living things. They 
are just stones. The idea of a living stone that contributes to the building 
of God’s Kingdom is a lovely thing to consider. Paul used his own imagery 
when he says we are the Body of Christ all joined together with Christ as 
the Head. Peter is getting to be quite a preacher. Clearly, based on the first 
reading the early Christians made huge progress and many people wanted 
to join them. Many people previously experienced the worship of God as 
an alien thing. You worship the God. You pay your money and everything’s 
fine for another while. The Christians proclaimed a faith that was based on 
an intimate personal relationship with God. They wanted to build a community 
of people who were joined together like family. We all want to belong to 
something like that. This Coronavirus has taught us an important lesson 
about community. We need each other. People matter. Without people I 
am dead. We begin to see this little group of believers getting more organized. 
From the beginning the Christians practiced the works of charity. They fed 
people. They cared for the vulnerable. Nobody was sent away. So, we 
have the situation arising about how to get better organized. In order to 
allow the Elders and Apostles to spend their days preaching the message, 
it was necessary to recruit people who could manage the distribution of 
the food. Good idea. The ministry of the Deacon was born in these days. Let 
there be men from the community who love God come forth to offer their 
lives in service. We see the beginning of Administration in the Community. 
We see the evolution of ritual. Once the decision was made the elders of 
the Community laid their hands on these seven men chosen for ministry. 
The laying on of hands is prominent in our liturgical practices today. I am 
amazed to read that the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
greatly. There arises a large group of priests. The Pharisees and Romans 
can’t have been happy about that. It is like the Christians have broken 
through the fences that held them in. You can’t stop us now. Very quickly 
in the early days, the Apostles began to spread across the known world. 
When you experience your faith like a living stone you just want to burst 
forth and spread the message. We all do that by our words and by our 
actions. You don’t have to be a great theologian to be a good Christian. If 
you want to know how to be a good Christian, or to try it again, how about 
you begin by doing works of charity. Where? What? How? Well! Check out 
our bulletin. When everything gets back to normal maybe you might like to 
go out with Mobile Loaves and Fishes. Maybe you might like to get involved 
with St. Vincent de Paul’s mission. Maybe you might like to join the thousand 
other ways we at St. Catherine of Siena parish reaches out. A thousand 
times you heard us ask people to take a grocery basket and fill it with 
some food. Our intention is to bring that food to Abiding Love Lutheran 
Church Food Bank. Every time we asked you to help you just ignored us 
and departed. How about this time you stop and do something? Take a 
grocery bag. Buy some groceries and let our community reach out to the 
poor with acts of charity. Try it out. It might do you good. Just saying…  

 
With love,  

Fr. Pat 


