
From the Pastor’s Office 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
The prophet Daniel was one of the lucky ones. He was a noble youth of Jerusalem. He was taken 
into captivity to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar along with other noble youth of Judaism. 
Ancient kings liked to display their slaves. This symbolized the power of the King. It looked 
impressive to have slaves from many conquered peoples. Daniel was allowed access to the Royal 
Court because he was an educated slave. It came to light that Daniel had particular gifts and 
talents. Among those was his special gift of seeing into the future. He was able to prophesy for 
the King. Reading the Book of Daniel we enter the world of very strange prophetic visions. We 
might even suggest that Daniel was high on something when he prophesied. His dreams were 
frightening. He had visions of apocalyptic things. In the first lesson today, Daniel sees the end of 
the world. It is Judgment Day. He sees the Son of Man full of dominion, glory and kingship. All the 
peoples of the earth serve Him alone. The theme is carried on by Jesus in the gospel. The sun will 
be darkened. Stars will fall from the sky. Powers will be shaken. Then we will see the Son of Man coming in power. Scary stuff. As we 
approach the end of the Church’s year, it is traditional for the readings in Church to enter the world of “eschatological” themes. These 
are themes about the end of the world. In a sense it is the end of the world because we are about to enter a new age. This will be the 
coming of the Messiah, the second coming of Christ at the end. With the folding of the Church’s year we look again to the East and the 
coming of the Messiah prophecies at Advent. The sun goes down into the darkness of winter and we wait again for the sun to rise up 
into Spring. It is time to get ready.  
 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 
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