
From the Pastor’s Office 
Third Sunday of Advent 

It is nearly Christmas. Having travelled through Covid, time seems to disappear. Is it nearly 
Christmas already? Even though the cold winter last year was a bit of a bother I confess I did 
enjoy the snow for a while. Clearly global warming loves Texas because winter this year seems so 
mild. I quite love putting on my winter coat and walking about in the chill air. I am no longer one 
for hanging about the Mall at Christmas. I can’t handle all that traffic and Christmas noise. I no 
longer have the urge to buy things the way I used to. As I get old, I notice I enjoy my solitude 
more. I don’t really want to go to parties and gatherings as much. That said, there are lots of you 
with kids and large extended families. Of course you will gather. Everyone is in charge of 
whipping up the Christmas spirit. We must lift up our hearts. It helps to have a blizzard of 
Christmas decorations all over the place. Lots of Christmas music, lighted fires, cozy memories of 
the family at home. For lots of you it is fun going to the Mall and being part of the Christmas 
crowd. Maybe this year more than ever, we need an injection of Christmas cheer. Do you remember last year when we filled the bath 
with water? Remember when we had no power. We ran out of milk and food. The kids were going crazy stuck inside all the time. A year 
later lots of us are fully vaccinated and we feel just a little bit safer. This year we give ourselves permission to go Christmas crazy. We 
are going to have a happy jolly Christmas.  
 

We have made a commitment in the parish to do the same thing. This year we are going to fully decorate the Church bigger than we 
ever did before. We are going to have a wonderful Christmas concert with Eric and his orchestra. I hope you can come to that. 
Christmas is very much a time when families come together. Be reminded that we at St. Catherine’s are part of your family as well. 
Parents of young children, don’t forget we are hosting The Posada. Let the children come. We are also hosting the Telling of the 
Christmas Story. Make a little effort and dress your children in Christmas costumes as angels, shepherds, kings and queens. I hope we 
see you during our Christmas worship. This is a chance to sing some carols and say thanks to God for all his blessings to our family. We 
have been through Covid and we are still alive. We will continue to battle with Covid going into the new year, and please God, we will 
be fine. 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 
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