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Moving Outward
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the lead-
er. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

There are three accounts of Jesus’ Ascension in scripture. The first is at the 
end of Mark’s Gospel, which is the Gospel reading for today. The second and 
third are written by Luke. One is at the end of the Gospel of Luke (24:50-53), 
and the other is at the beginning of his Acts of the Apostles (1:1-11) which is 
the first reading for today. All make some reference to God’s ongoing pres-
ence with us despite Jesus’ physical absence.

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord, Jesus, teach us to rest in your love and abide in your goodness. 

May we be living examples of your great love.  

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles: 1:1-11
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the litur-
gy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once 
the sharing has died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to 
read one paragraph aloud:

The author of the Gospel of Luke 
also wrote the Acts of the Apostles. 
In the first reading today, Luke tells 
the story of Jesus’ Ascension into heaven 
in greater depth than in his Gospel. First, he 
recaps the 40 days Jesus spent with his followers 
after his resurrection. Next, Jesus repeats the promise 
that the disciples will receive power from the Holy Spirit-a 
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foretelling of the Pentecost which we will celebrate in two weeks. Finally, Jesus 
commissions the disciples to spread his message throughout the world, start-
ing in Jerusalem, after they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

If we think of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles as a two-vol-
ume work (as Luke seems to have intended), then the Gospel moves toward 
Jerusalem at its climax, then ends there after Jesus is raised from the dead. 
Next, the Acts of the Apostles begins in Jerusalem, but moves outward from 
there to “the ends of the earth”-at least the known ends of the earth in Jesus’ 
time and place. The point is clear: Jesus’ teachings aren’t to be contained to 
one location or culture. He wants the good news spread far and wide, and the 
disciples will discover that the Holy Spirit gives them what they need to do it.  

We may wonder sometimes why Jesus had to “go away,” at the time of the 
ascension, but perhaps it was only because he went away that the Holy Spirit 
was unleashed into the world. As the story in Acts of the Apostles unfolds, 
we learn how much the first apostles and their friends were able to do once 
they received the outpouring of the Spirit. Jesus may not have been physically 
present anymore, but his ongoing presence through that Holy Spirit allowed 
his followers to travel throughout the Mediterranean world and reach more 
people in their lifetime than he ever did. Because of their willingness to follow 
Jesus’ instructions to witness to him throughout the world, there are now 
more than two billion Christians on earth.  

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

Whom do you know who has passed away yet whose spirit is still alive 
and making an impact on others?

Where or to whom might Jesus be inviting you to witness to him? 

How have you experienced the Holy Spirit working through you? 

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Good and gracious God, thank you for this time to be renewed and strength-
ened by your words in scripture. 

May we leave here inspired to be more faithful disciples of your son, Jesus. 
Amen.
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