
From the Pastor’s Office 
The Epiphany of the Lord

This week Christmas is over for another year. Lots of devout Catholics think Christmas begins in 
July and it ends the day after Christmas. Thank the mighty dollar for all the confusion. It is time to 
make money. That is a surprising thing about human nature. Even in the midst of tragedy 
somebody wants to make a quick buck out of it. Remember last year there were carts in the Mall 
selling all kinds of variations of Covid masks to buy. A couple of weeks before Christmas, I 
presided at a wedding. Mother of the Bride was resplendent in her bedazzled black evening 
gown. Her hair was perfect. To finish off the effect she wore a black Covid mask with her initials 
emblazoned in diamonds on the front. That is what I mean. People will try to make money out of 
everything. Well, that is Christmas for another year. I hope it brought good memories to you. No 
doubt some family came to visit that we haven’t seen for a couple of years. The modern way now 
is for everyone to get out their smartphones and record the greetings at the door. Then it 
downloads to our social apps and the whole world has to trek through thousands of videos capturing the event. I love watching them, 
but there are thousands of them out there. So, now we have January to look forward to. Will there be snow again? Will there be 
shortages in the supermarket? It is likely that Covid will be coming to visit us again during the year, if it has not come already to your 
neighborhood. I hope you will all be safe.  
 
Before Christmas I announced that we are opening fully as a parish. The first question, a lady asked, “does that mean we don’t have to 
wear masks anymore?” I never said that. From the place where I stand I think we will have to learn to live with Covid for a long time. In 
an ideal world, we would all stand in line and get ourselves vaccinated and embrace this concept called “herd immunity.” That is not 
how it has played out. For good and bad reasons lots of people have chosen not to be vaccinated. At this point I am beyond arguing 
with them. But yes, properly we should wear our masks. Brutal reminder, we are in a pandemic. People all over the world are battling 
hard against it. Just once again, may I express my deep appreciation for those working in the hospitals. They are not in our line of sight 
but they quietly go to work trying to save lives from this nasty disease. I so appreciate them. So, let’s move forward. We will battle 
Covid all the way, but the parish will be opened and we will see you again in the Church. Come and say hello.  
 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 
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