
From the Pastor’s Office 
Baptism of the Lord 

For lots of people Christmas is over but for many, Christmas lingers still. Some of the readings at 
Mass today still have a “Christmassy” feeling. Comfort my people. The world moves at a pace and 
so does the world of Church. Next Sunday we will leap into the adult life of Jesus and the 
beginning of His public ministry at Cana in Galilee. First, this week is the baptism of Jesus. Jesus is 
baptized as an adult man. He comes down to the waters of the Jordan for baptism as a gesture. 
The Savior of the world identifies with and walks with His people. It is just another day for John 
the Baptist. Crowds of people line the banks for their chance to receive John’s baptism of 
repentance. Maybe we don’t quite understand what that is, but it can’t do us any harm. Jesus 
stands quietly waiting His turn. Then He enters the river. Clearly, John knew Jesus. They are 
cousins. But, the conversation between them is between Prophet and Messiah. This is not just 
any old baptism. John spent his days by the Jordan river assuring the people that he was not the 
Messiah. John said that there is one mightier than he who is coming. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. I always think of 
John the Baptist as the compere at a show. His job is to introduce the next act. Ladies and gentlemen, I present to you, the Messiah. 
Once John’s job is done he fades away from the limelight. Jesus said that John was the greatest of the prophets. For people with little or 
no perception, John made doubly sure that they recognized this One. This One is the Messiah. Go to Him now. The great moment is 
given gravitas when the voice of God is heard to say, “You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.”    
 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 
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