
From the Pastor’s Office 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

We move rapidly away from the Christmas season now to begin what is called the public ministry 
of Jesus. The first great miracle of Jesus happens at the wedding in Cana in Galilee. I am always 
amused at the antics of Mary at the wedding. Ancient biblical weddings went on for a few days. It 
was very important for the host family to put on a big spread. It is the same today. You don’t 
want people saying that you were mean with the food. The natural inclination of Mary along with 
the other women was to head for the kitchen and help with the food. I can just see Mary now 
rolling up her sleeves and peeling the carrots. All hands on deck. Time to get the food out. 
Meanwhile, Jesus along with all the men was outside enjoying His chat with a glass of wine. 
Consider the consternation when the wine began to run out. This was a disaster. The family will 
be shamed, and the wedding only just begun. Acting quickly Mary went to Jesus. Mary is like 
every other mother telling her son what to do about it. And, no son will disobey His mother, 
especially not at a wedding where a disaster is about to happen. Jesus seemed perplexed. He told His mother that His hour had not yet 
come. We feel like saying to Jesus, and when would that be? If not now, when? Maybe Jesus had a few glasses too many but He was 
not aware of what was happening in the background. Why would He? What is intriguing is that the miracle of turning the water into 
wine happened out of sight. The scripture says that only the waitstaff knew where the wine came from. That is a theme that runs 
through John’s gospel. Many of the miracles of Jesus happened in private outside of the public gaze. Now was not the time for Jesus to 
stand in the middle of the room and amaze people with his miraculous powers. This day belonged to the young couple who were just 
married. Now was not the time to upstage them. So, Jesus performed His miracle in private. There is hidden meaning here. Remember 
when  
 
Jesus talked about Himself as the Bridegroom. He reminded the people that the time to celebrate is when the Bridegroom is with us. 
Wine symbolically is the drink of celebration and rejoicing. Let’s begin the public ministry of Jesus by drinking a glass of the finest wine. 
It is time to celebrate.  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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