
From the Pastor’s Office 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

So, we are very close now. The house is in full swing. So far we have watched ten Christmas 
movies. Tonight will be number eleven. Lots of blankets and snacks. The fire is lighting. The tree is 
all lit up. One thing I love at Christmas is that the markets stock extra Christmas things for us to 
enjoy. I quite enjoy my German Stollen cake. I also love my Italian Panettone. I can’t eat all those 
chocolates because now I am an older man and lots of things don’t agree with me anymore. But I 
love watching other people enjoy their treats. At this time of the year people make a bit of an 
effort. Mom and Dad become magicians in the kitchen creating exotic meals from scratch. None 
of your macaroni and cheese from a box for us. This year we will make our own pasta. Suddenly, 
homemade cakes appear. The truth is about every celebration, the thing demands a bit of an 
effort. Don’t believe for one moment we love wearing those  
ridiculous Christmas sweaters. But it is Christmas. We want to get into the spirit. I love when all 
the family is flopped about on the couch and chairs. The lights are off except for the glow of the Christmas lights. We are all watching 
Elf on television while wrapped in blankets. The fireplace is lit. People are eating their snacks, and there is no other place we would 
rather be. In the blink of an eye time passes and those days will pass as well. We must make the most of our memories while we can. I 
love the joy of children at Christmas. I love the amazement in their eyes. Lots of people drive about the neighborhood to see the 
Christmas lights in other people’s houses. Ginger, from the Church choir, will go mad again this year with her extravagant display. I 
went to visit her lights last year and she told me that every year they add something more and it never stops. But it was lovely to see 
people drive up and pause to take a look. That reminds me that Christmas is not just for us and our family. Christmas is a time when we 
all reach out to other people as well. We make Christmas nice for the people in our own neighborhood also. Christmas brings out the 
best in us. We are all such busy people. It is nice to pause for a while and just enjoy being together. Thank you for that, Jesus. That 
awful mantra comes to mind. “Jesus is the reason for the season.” I hate that, but there is truth in it as well. 

 
With love, 

Fr. Pat 
 

 

December 19, 2021  •  Fourth Sunday of Advent 1 


