
From the Pastor’s Office 
The Holy Family, December 26 

Because Christmas this year falls on a Saturday, the next day Sunday is the Feast of the Holy 
Family. This jamming together of church feasts reminds us about the fast pace of life we live. We 
have only just begun and we are moving on already. I know that tomorrow lots of you will return 
to work. Two days after Christmas and you are back at your desk. If we could only organize our 
own schedules. Properly we would like to have a few more days to enjoy Christmas with the 
family. As we all get older we only see the family a few times in the year. Wouldn’t it be lovely to 
have a few more days together? We do live at a ferocious rate today. All those extra curricular 
activities rob every spare time when we could be together as a family. Do we need to be at band 
practice, swimming, track and field a couple of days after Christmas? I guess if you want your 
child to be an Olympic athlete and play with the Philharmonic, you have to put in the hours. 
Mom and Dad, you asked for this. Life just seems to dictate how we live. We don’t get to have an 
opinion, and that seems unfair. Given the situation, we have to value every opportunity we get to be together. When it comes to family 
and being together, nobody gets to make excuses. You live your life now and then you realize that you have aged and the family is far 
from you. Christmas is a time to renew and cement relationships that will last forever. We don’t have the luxury of picking and 
choosing. On the Feast of the Holy Family, we take the time to appreciate our own families by appreciating the family of Jesus. We are 
asked to make them our role models. They didn’t have the stresses and strains of family life today. Fundamentally, they loved each 
other. They gave each other love and support when it was needed. They enjoyed being together. Society today splinters up the family 
in all kinds of ways. Lots of us enjoyed the solitary dinner that was kept warm in the oven. We came home late to a house where all the 
lights were off and everyone was in bed. We got up for breakfast with the family and ten minutes later, everyone was off to do their 
own thing for the day. Because of work responsibilities, because of the kid’s hobbies and past times, because everyone just wanted to 
get away, we can’t take for granted that the family is close and joined together. We can easily forget what family means. Today we are 
being dragged to work in the morning. That is going to happen a lot during the year. Maybe it is time to commit to something that 
matters. I want to spend time with my family. I want us to build memories of our times together. I want us to be close, and I promise to 
make an effort. 

 
With love, 

Fr. Pat 
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