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2nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time

 ▶ Isaiah 62:1-5 - Jerusalem 
the Lord’s bride

 ▶ 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 - 
Different gifts

 ▶ John 2:1-11 - The 
wedding at Cana

Different, Not Better or Worse
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the leader. If 
helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

Wedding images and descriptions of banquets with choice food and wine are 
frequently used to describe God’s Kingdom in Scripture. Today’s readings give us 
two such examples of this. Isaiah tells the people that the Lord delights in them 
as young lovers rejoice in each other on their wedding day. In the Gospel, there 
is a momentary crisis at the wedding in Cana until Jesus supplies an overabun-
dance of extraordinary wine, again pointing to God’s desire to invite everyone to 
enjoy his feast.

We will take the opportunity in this session to focus on the second reading from 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians which does not share the same imagery but is 
thought-provoking nonetheless.

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Good and Gracious God,  
      thank you for the chance to slow down and ponder your words today.

May we hear what it is you want to communicate to us now.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a 
minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy 
this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the 
sharing has died down.
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Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

Paul’s lesson to the Corinthians that different people have different gifts to share 
with the world is precisely the kind of lesson we try to teach young children. We 
might respond to the bragging of a five-year-old with a comment such as “You’re 
right. You can ride a two-wheel bike already, but Connor can’t. Connor likes to 
draw more than he likes to play outside. Did you know he knows how to write 
the whole alphabet already? You’re still learning that, just like he’s still learning to 
ride a bike.” If we can teach our children to make observations, not judgments—
about themselves and others—they will learn Paul’s point. Certain gifts, skills, 
talents, and abilities are not better than others, they are different from others.  

Adults need to be reminded of this lesson too. How often do we compare our 
gifts with those of others? Sometimes these comparisons make us feel that we are 
somehow better. Other times our comparisons leave us feeling harshly self-criti-
cal. What if we instead focused on being grateful for the gifts we have been given 
and look for ways to use them in God’s service?  Then maybe we could let go of 
our envy of others and be glad for them and the world that they have such gifts 
to offer. Our thinking might change to this: I’m not very good with groups of 
young children and volunteering to help on the first-grade field trip is exhaust-
ing. Thank God Mrs. Harris is good with six-year-olds. Maybe since I’m good at 
teaching adults, I should concentrate on doing that more because that’s where 
God can better use me. 

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

 Is your tendency to downplay your gifts in comparison to others or to use 
them to elevate yourself? How do Paul’s words challenge you? 

What gifts do you see in others that you appreciate because they are not 
your gifts, but they are needed in the world?

How do you use the gifts has God given you in service to others? 

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for this chance to slow down and listen to your Good News. 

May we go out from here committed to loving and serving  
all those we encounter this coming week. 

Amen.


