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He Wasn’t Who They Expected
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the leader. If 
helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

On this feast day of Christ the King, the first reading tells us of King David’s 
anointing as the king of Israel. He is the second king in their history (after King 
Saul), but he was the one who unified the 12 tribes and brought them together as 
a people for the first time. Ever since, he has been upheld as the preeminent king 
in Jewish history. All other kings were judged in comparison to him, and the 
people looked forward to a day when a descendant of David would restore Israel 
as a nation under his guidance. 

Many of the misunderstandings about Jesus’ identity stem from the fact that he 
did not fit the description of what the Jews were expecting in a king who was the 
“son of David.” They expected a military warrior who would save them from the 
oppression of the ruling empire. They thought he would usher in an everlasting 
reign of national peace. They certainly didn’t expect a king like Jesus who sided 
with the poor and the outcast and had no patience for social climbing. They 
never expected a king who would resist all manner of violence, even to the point 
of accepting suffering on the cross rather than lashing out in retaliation. 

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Gracious God, 

We thank you for the many gifts you have given us in life. May we never take 
them for granted. 

Help us to use them to do the work of building your kingdom here on 
earth.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Luke 23:35-43
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause 
for a minute of silence. 

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the 
liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section 
once the sharing has died down.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ the 
King

 ▶ 2 Samuel 5:1-3 - David 
anointed king

 ▶ Colossians 1:12-20 - 
Christ  is before and above 
all things

 ▶ Luke 23:35-43 - The 
crucified king
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Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

At the heart of the celebration of Christ the King (which always falls on the 
last Sunday of the year before Advent begins) is an understanding of Jesus as a 
king who talked and acted very differently from the descendant of David whom 
the Jews expected. When Jesus walked the earth, Jews were looking forward to 
a king who would once again unify their country and liberate them from the 
world powers who historically oppressed them. In a world where “might makes 
right,” it would be natural to presume that the coming Savior would be a pow-
erful political figure who would lead the Jews in throwing off Roman rule and 
reestablishing national independence. Naturally, such a king would enjoy the 
prestige, wealth, and trappings of a worldly kingdom. 

No wonder so many Jews had trouble coming to terms with Jesus’ behavior or 
flatly denied that he was their expected savior. No wonder Jewish rulers, Roman 
soldiers, and a condemned criminal mocked Jesus as “the King of the Jews” at 
his crucifixion. Jesus rejected any nationalism that included violence or oppres-
sion, and he preached love of enemies instead of the death of enemies. His refus-
al to play the part of a worldly king went so far that he refused to use his divine 
powers to save himself from horrific suffering.

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

 Give examples of worldly rulers in history who used their power and 
authority appropriately and for the benefit of their people.

 Share examples of rulers who “lorded it over others” and used their power 
to exploit and dominate people.

 Given how different Jesus was from the expectations of first century Jews 
for a coming Messiah, can you better understand their confusion or even 

denial of Jesus as their king? Please explain. 

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for the opportunity to study your Word with others who are 
also striving to follow you. 

Grant that we leave here more committed to living our lives as you showed us.

We ask this in Jesus’ name, 

Amen.


