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I think the danger when we read the scriptures is that we romanticize everything. Today we are 
given this lovely picture of Jesus going out on the boat with Peter. At Jesus’ instruction, they cast 
their nets and they catch a whole lot of fish. Because of that Peter fell to his knees and told Jesus 
how unworthy he felt at the call of Jesus. I don’t read it that way. I suspect that on the shore of 
the lake there were many fishermen and lots of boats. I see those fishermen busy with getting 
ready to go back out again. Lots of them were repairing their nets. Lots of them were getting 
their boats ready. The last thing they needed was some stranger rabbi sitting down in front of 
them talking with a bunch of people. I can hear the fishermen laughing at the sight. When it was 
all over, imagine the reaction of Peter and the others when Jesus asked if He could have a spin on 
the boat. It all sounds a bit naïve. These were busy men. They didn’t have the time to be taking 
strangers out for a spin. I suspect, because of the brass neck of Jesus to ask such a thing, they 
decided to humor him. They did it for a laugh. Time to have a break and a bit of fun. I can hear Peter now with the others mouthing at 
Jesus sitting on the boat. Does He think we have nothing better to be doing than taking Him for a spin? Anyway, they are out there 
now. Then Jesus, Mister innocent, asks Peter to cast his nets. Who does this stranger think He is? Because they have to get some fishing 
done might as well cast the nets here, as good a place as any. Then something amazing happened. The nets were packed to the brim 
with fish. These fishermen knew these waters. Maybe this was not the place to cast the nets. But in this moment, O my God! The whole 
experience had a profound impact on Peter. Somewhere in the haze of sight Peter got a glimpse of who this stranger was. Maybe he 
heard some of the rumors. Now he had first hand experience of Jesus. So much so, that Peter basically collapsed on his knees. Peter felt 
low. This stranger was no fool. This stranger was somebody Peter wanted to meet all his life. By the grace of God, Peter knew that the 
Messiah they had all been waiting for was sitting in his boat right now. What a huge moment for Peter. So much so, that Peter was 
ready to drop everything to follow Jesus in a moment. That experience of Peter was imitated by many others. Sometimes we don’t 
know that we are searching. Sometimes we don’t know what we are searching for. But in that moment by the lakeshore of the Sea of 
Galilee, Peter found what he was looking for. This was a life changing event in Peter’s life. Isn’t it marvelous… 
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