
Lenten Gifts for India 

Dearly beloved friends,  

Special greetings to you all. For the past 7 years, you have been very generous towards the education of the poor students, formation of 
the young girls to become religious nuns, and the medical and communitarian expenses of the religious sisters in my home diocese.  

Many of you do not know much about India or my home diocese. I would like to tell you about my country and especially our missionary 
diocese of Kurnool, where we built a church in honor of St. Catherine of Siena, fixed the convent building roof of the Bridgitine sisters, 
and renovated the convent building of the Cloistered Carmelite Sisters.  

India is a vast and most populated country with 29 states with 22 official languages and more than 19,500 dialects. Even though there 
are different castes, cultures, languages, and religions, our country is known for its unity in diversity. In this vast country, only 2% are 
Catholics but reaches out to more than 25% of the total population through its educational, health and social development institutions. 
The Catholic Church in India has 174 Catholic Dioceses, of which 132 are Latin; 31 are Siro Mala bar and 11 are Siro Malankara.  

The Kurnool Diocese was formed in 1967 and had a very humble beginning. Our Diocese is comprised of two civil districts with 92,500 
Catholics in 60 rural parishes and 300 missions spread throughout 17,000 square miles. Presently, there are 30 seminarians, 120 priests, 
350 religious sisters and 300 catechists serving the spiritual and pastoral needs of the faithful. Our Catholics in general are economically 
poor and most depend on agriculture as landless laborers. As ours is purely a mission diocese, we provide the following:  

1. Education to thousands of poor Catholic children  
2. Sanitation program for the poor to build their own bathrooms   
3. Self-empowerment by providing cows, sheep, sewing machines, etc.    
4. Sheltering orphans who lost their parents to the pandemic   
5. Formation of seminarians to become priests   
6. Supporting the priests for their maintenance   
7. Providing motorbikes to all our priests for their pastoral ministry   
8. Construction of Churches and prayer halls  
9. Construction of the rectories for priests to reside in the parishes and so on.  

All of these missionary charitable works require money and the Diocese depends mostly on the charities to meet these good works.    

Here I am requesting your generous support for 3 different purposes –   

1. Students: We currently sponsor 130 poor students from different religions who receive $25 per month ($300 per year) for tuition, 
uniforms and books. Every day we receive more and more genuine requests for help. We can extend our helping hand to others, 
with your continued generous support. 

Teachers: We have 28 teachers who work in rural villages and make just $55-$85 per month. They need our help. A donation of 
$50 per month ($600 per year) will help these dedicated teachers to have a dignified life.   

The Little Angels Service Team, a nonprofit with 501 C (3) established by a group of our parishioners to become a channel to reach 
our help to these deserving students and the teachers. Your contributions will fetch 100% tax-exempt and will reach 100% to the 
above causes.  

2. Supporting the Sisters: There are many religious sisters congregations in my home diocese, but six are seeking our support for the 
formation of their candidates to become religious nuns ($30 per month); help to purchase 50 sewing machines ($100 each) for 
rural young girls; motorbikes for the sisters to visit the missions ($1,750); and help for medical expenses and daily sustenance.   
 

Supporting the Priests: My brother priests in the diocese are in need of motorbikes for their pastoral ministry. We have already 
helped seven priests so far. There are still many more priests who are looking for help. Each motorbike costs $1,750 and three or 
four families can join hands to support one priest to purchase a motorbike.    

KCST India, a nonprofit with 501 C (3) is established by a like-minded parishioners to become a gateway to reach our donations 
to these deserving causes. Your contributions will fetch 100% tax-exempt and will reach 100% to the above causes.  

3. Support for my Home Diocese: Our Diocese is doing many missionary works as mentioned above and they all need financial 
support. I have the greater obligation to support my Diocese for these works.  

 

Here are the various ways you can make a donation to support these good works:  
 

- Write a check to St. Catherine of Siena and mark your donation “For India”  
- Place your donations in the collection basket or drop off to the Parish Office    
- Scan the QR code on the posters and in the pews in the church to make an online donation   

   
There are brochures in the narthex near the display board which speak volumes with lively photos. If you are still interested to learn 
more about my diocese and the missions, feel free to call or email me. Thank you for all your love and support to the missions. 
 

With love, 
Fr. Ray Pothireddy 

 


