
From the Pastor’s Office 
Easter Sunday 

 

The Christian world shouts “Alleluia.” Nobody else shouts today. Those who do not share our Christian faith go about their business as 
usual. Sunday for many means brunch or lunch or dinner. There is nothing else going on. The Christians fill the Churches to celebrate a 
great Christian mystery. Jesus has risen from the dead. We think that is worth celebrating. Spiritually we have agonized through Lent. 
We have walked through the valley of the shadow of death through Holy Week. We cried our tears on Good Friday. We also celebrated 
the Easter Vigil where we welcomed the newest Catholics into our St. Catherine’s community. In the midst of the joys and sorrows of 
the Lenten Easter story there is room for celebration. You often hear people at a funeral saying that we are here to celebrate their life. 
Of course we are broken-hearted. That is only natural. But, we must also celebrate because we have known a lovely person. We were 
introduced to Jesus and they told us that He was the Savior of the World. That is a very complex thing to say but we spend the rest of 
our lives trying to figure that one out. When devout Hassidic Jews gather to celebrate they do that with great exuberance. We see 
these very serious Jews suddenly loosen up and begin to dance and sing. They do that because it is a mandatum of their faith. When we 
come to celebrate, let us celebrate. The mandatum of our faith today is that we shout with joy. Even though our lives are busy we allow 
ourselves time today to express joy and gladness. Serious living can carry on tomorrow. For now, Happy Easter. Jesus has risen. Our 
great song is “Alleluia.”  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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