
From the Pastor’s Office 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
What strikes me about the story of Paul and Barnabas is the fact that a great crowd of people followed them to the synagogue. I would 
hate it if huge crowds of people decided to follow me everywhere I went. Please, don’t do that.  There is a lot of movement in the Acts 
of the Apostles after Easter. Huge crowds of people want to hear what these followers of Jesus of Nazareth have to say. Jesus spoke 
with great authority. That charism has been imparted to the Apostles also. All of them spoke with great authority. We like that in our 
orators. There is nothing worse than a speaker/a preacher who is a damp squib. We like to listen to people who fire us up. Let them 
grab my attention. Paul and Barnabas make a huge declaration. Because the Jews rejected the message of Jesus the decision has been 
made to offer the message to the Gentile world. That is a kind of slap in the face to the Jewish authority. How dare you do such a thing! 
We remember when Jesus gave His recommendation to the Apostles about preaching the message. If the people don’t want to know, 
wipe the feet from your sandals and go to the next town. Maybe you will do better there. Inflated people like the Jewish authority were 
not accustomed to be ignored. Worse than that, Paul was once a member of the Jewish authority. How sad is when dirty politics has to 
enter in. The Jews decided to make trouble for Paul and Barnabas. They encouraged trouble against them from the prominent people 
of the town. That is not nice. That goes on today and it is still not nice. The Book of Revelation gives us a vision of Judgment day when 
the elect of God stand before His throne. These are the faithful ones who gave witness to the faith. Lots of them lived and died for the 
Lord. Lots of them died martyrs deaths because those with ears refused to listen. Paul and Barnabas, by their declaration to embrace 
the Gentile world rewrote the story of Christianity. We share the Christian message with people who want to listen. If you don’t want 
to listen, that’s fine also. Have a nice day. 
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