
From the Pastor’s Office 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
We are in the time of expansion. The trauma of Calvary nearly killed the apostles. It was too much to bear. Then Jesus came to them in 
the Upper Room and He gave them new heart. Immediately, armed with this new enthusiasm the disciples burst forth into the streets. 
In a sense this bursting forth continues to this very day. Our energy is all about spreading the faith and bringing new people into the 
Church. For those of us who were present at the Easter Vigil it was a very emotional thing to witness these catechumens and 
candidates entering the Church through their reception of the sacraments. In the first lesson today, we continue on the missionary 
journey of Paul and Barnabas as they burst forth from the Upper Room as well. Their love of God, their love of the Lord Jesus compels 
them to go forth and preach the Gospel. Those journeys must have been very difficult. It must have been hard sometimes to keep their 
spirits up, but with the help of God’s grace they pushed ahead and succeeded. This line is inspirational, “They strengthened the spirits 
of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the faith.” Surely that is the mission of the Church today. In the world of our parish 
we try every day to strengthen the faith of our parishioners. In times of trouble we exhort them to turn to their faith and find 
consolation in God. The great missionary journeys of Paul and Barnabas have been emulated by thousands of missionary men and 
women in the centuries that follow. Many of them left their homes, their families and chose to live in some of the remotest corners of 
the world to spread the faith that they love. Fr. Ray came to us all the way from India because he loves God and he wishes to spread 
the message of the faith among us. I came all the way from Ireland. I am not as holy as Fr. Ray, but I do the best I can. Fr. Lou, well, he 
just came from down the road. But in the spirit of Paul and Barnabas we all left the comfort and safety of our families and we followed 
the call of God to go forth and preach His word. None of us is complaining. To God be the glory.  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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