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People come into my office and they pour out their problems. They tell me they have no idea what to do. They have no idea why they 
do the things they do. I don’t believe them. Of course we know why we say and do things. “I don’t know” is not a good answer. The 
truth is I have never put into words how I feel about the thing. I have never told anyone the truth. I just don’t want to face it. Maybe 
because I think it is all too hard. The scholar of the law asks Jesus a question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” He wants Jesus to 
give him the answer. Why? Of course he knows the answer, he is a scholar of the Law. He spends his days trying to figure this out all the 
time. This is his job. To give him some perspective Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan. We expect all of these devout Jewish 
people to do the right thing and help the poor man. The truth that none of us want to reveal is how we respond in a certain way when 
people are watching, but we respond in another way when nobody is watching. We are not as wonderful as we pretend. Shame on the 
priest. Shame on the Levite. These are devout Jewish people who should know better. The biblical scholar will tell us that they did not 
pass by because they were mean and selfish. The actual reason was because they might make themselves unclean. The poor man, half 
dead on the road might have been a Gentile. He might have been dead. Devout Jewish people of that time and place did not frequent 
with Gentiles or dead people. The interaction might make them ritually unclean. I am sure they are all good people, just a bit 
misdirected. The hero of the story is the Good Samaritan. Jesus rubs salt in the wound because He tells this story to a devout Jewish 
audience. He shames them because it is a good Gentile man who steps up and does the good deed. You can imagine the audience 
seething with anger against Jesus. We all want to think of our own as the best. In this story the Jews were found lacking. Back to the 
scholar of the Law. I can just hear Jesus saying to him, “do you want me to spell it out for you?” I have coined my own philosophy about 
what to do when in doubt. When to do the right thing? This is it. How about you do the right thing and let Jesus take care of the 
paperwork?  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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