
From the Pastor’s Office 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The Apostles ask Jesus to teach them how to address God in Heaven. They were accustomed to relating to the 
God of the Old Testament who smites the foe, who punishes His people for their insubordination. This God of 
thunder talks with Abraham in the first reading. God is aware that Sodom and Gomorrah is a den of iniquity. It 
deserves to be destroyed. The sinful people deserve to be destroyed. Thank God for Abraham. He debates with 
God pleading for the lives of the people, even though they might not deserve mercy. Abraham persists. He 
pushes God all the way until God admits that if He finds just one decent person in Sodom and Gomorrah, He 
will not destroy the city. Job well done, Abraham. The Apostles of Jesus would have expected the God of the 
Old Testament to wipe out Sodom and Gomorrah in one stroke. That is why they want to learn how to address God. They listen to Jesus 
talking about His loving Father in Heaven. The Apostles realize they don’t know this God. They were afraid of Him. Jesus teaches His 
Apostles to become intimate with God in Heaven. We are to be so bold as to address God as Abba, Father. God is our Father. 
Throughout history, God gets a bad reputation. People with sandwich boards love to walk the streets with threatening messages. God 
will smite you. God will punish you every way He can. God will get you, you terrible sinner. I remember during the AIDS epidemic, 
people were saying that God was punishing gays for their sinful ways. When the planes flew into the World Trade Center people were 
saying that God is punishing us. When people carry on like this, is it any wonder we are terrified to come closer to God? All the time 
God is this intimate, very personable All mighty. God has always yearned to come close to us. He wants to have a relationship with us. 
Like loving children, we must never be afraid to come close. I guess, fair enough, God gets mad sometimes. We all get mad sometimes. 
That is understandable, even for God. But we must never be so afraid that we hide ourselves away from Him. If we put human traits on 
God and say that He gets mad sometimes, then we must also say that God gets sad and lonely at times as well. Fear mongering is one 
of the most effective ways to get people to do anything. If you don’t do this, God will smite you. God is waiting to get His hands on you, 
and when He does, you better watch out. That is not helpful at all. We are invited to come close to God, to have an intimate 
relationship with God. So let’s stop being afraid.  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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