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The prophet Jeremiah had it tough. The Bible calls him the reluctant prophet. Jeremiah didn’t want the job. 
He was doing fine minding his own business until God came along and ruined everything. God does that 
sometimes. Look at me, they tell me I should have been on the stage or in the movies because I am such a 
drama queen. Instead I ended up in Austin trying to convert the heathens. Who knew? Jeremiah had a 
difficult task. God asked Jeremiah to go into the Palace and berate all the rulers and influential people and 
demand that they act justly. They didn’t take too kindly to his words. Here is the result. The princes wanted to 
get rid of him, so they plotted. They manipulated the king whose attention was obviously elsewhere. The King 
kind of washed his hands of the whole thing. Next minute, Jeremiah was thrown down a well to die. Thank God for the court official 
who found out. Because of him they rescued Jeremiah. Would you blame Jeremiah for being the reluctant prophet, when that was his 
reward? Jeremiah is another Jesus Christ. Jeremiah could also say, like Jesus, “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it 
were blazing already.” These are what we might call incendiary words. Jeremiah was full of them, and so was Jesus. The danger of 
taking words out of context is that we don’t quite understand the meaning. Often the gospel writers put bits of this speech and that 
speech together. The impression is given that all of this is one speech, when in fact it is two, given to two entirely different audiences. I 
don’t like it when Jesus says that He came to establish division. Households will be divided. Family will turn against family. That is a long 
way from “peace I leave with you, peace I give you.” Whatever about Jesus’ words, the outcome came true. Families were divided 
when one became Christian and the rest stayed as they were. Christians took it all very seriously. No messing about here. I am a 
Christian person. I live by a high moral code. I take the worship of God very seriously. The famous mantra of every rebellious child, “My 
family don’t understand me.”  
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